
Petition for the comprehensive protection of the rights of Trafficked Persons in Singapore

To the Honourable the Members of Parliament, Singapore, in meeting assembled, we hereby 

petition the Singapore Government guarantee the rights of trafficked victims in law.

Trafficking in persons is a serious crime and a violation of human rights. Every year men, women and 

children are deceived or coerced into leaving their homes and moving to Singapore only to end up in 

jobs and working conditions they did not expect. However, even after discovering that they have 

been deceived, many of them find it difficult to leave because of huge debts they have paid to 

recruiters, or because of poverty in their home countries. These men, women and children may also 

be physically, psychologically, and sexually abused, and have to work long hours with inadequate 

rest. They may also be verbally abused or threatened by their employers and recruiters. 

Non-Governmental Organisations based in Singapore, such as HOME, TWC2, AWARE, Healthserve 

and MARUAH have encountered many cases of trafficking in persons over the years, the majority of 

whom are low wage migrant workers. The establishment of the Inter Agency Taskforce on Trafficking 

in Person in 2010 demonstrates the Singapore Government’s awareness of this serious problem that 

must be addressed. 

Currently, trafficked victims are often reluctant to file complaints and claim justice because their 

welfare is not guaranteed by law. Investigations and legal proceedings may take several months and 

even up to two years before it is resolved, during which time they are obliged to remain in Singapore 

and unable to return to their home country. Some are even prosecuted for being undocumented 

immigrants or for working illegally, usually due to the actions of traffickers – a situation which 

hinders trafficked victims from seeking help from the authorities.   

Addressing these issues by taking a victim-centered approach that guarantees victims’ safety, 

livelihood and sustenance will give victims the incentive to report, identify and testify against 

perpetrators.  This will aid the effective prosecution of employers and recruiters involved in 

trafficking persons into Singapore, and in turn assist the destruction of trafficking syndicates as well 

as bring justice to victims and reduce crimes that threaten the security of Singapore.  

We, the undersigned, pray that the Singapore Government guarantee the rights of trafficked victims 

in law by enacting provisions which ensure that:

a) Victims have the right to accommodation, food, counseling services, legal aid, medical 

treatment, compensation and social support while their case is ongoing;

b) Victims are not prosecuted for being an undocumented immigrant or for working ‘illegally’ or 

for any illegal immigration infractions inadvertently committed while being trafficked; and

c) Victims have the right to work and a decent income while their case is ongoing.

Dated this ____ day of __________ 2014

________________________
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